
 

 

 

                           

Cultural Calendar 2021: 

We have recently celebrated Samoan Language week, NZ Sign 

Language Week, and Matariki. Our tamariki and kaiako have loved 

exploring and developing their knowledge of a few of the cultures and 

languages that are significant in Aotearoa, and Portobelo. 

 We celebrated Matariki in style with our annual whānau event on the 

22nd of June. Thank you for everyone who came along to share in this 

special celebration. We had a wonderful time celebrating Matariki, 

sharing soup, stories of Matariki, creativity stations, and Amber’s fire 

display!  
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News from the Preschool … 

This season, ngā tamariki have taken their 

learning into their own hands! Our project has 

been based on loose parts play and construction. 

Thank you to all the whānau that contributed 

loose parts from home, we are sure that your 

recycling bins must have looked very empty over 

the last few months! From these amazing 

contributions our tamariki have had the 

opportunity to delve into the problem-solving 

world that is loose parts construction. We have 

had towers as big as kaiako (teachers), obstacle 

courses that stretch the length of the garden, and 

dinosaurs immerging from the construction table. 

This level of exploration has led to spontaneous play, imaging, inventing, and 

experimenting. We have seen a great level of communication emerge between 

tamariki as they connect and collaborate to share their similar interests to 

create something truly amazing!  

As we welcomed the middle of the year, we celebrated with our annual Matariki 

celebration. This year ngā tamariki created beautiful soups and hearty breads to 

celebrate with their whānau (we think we might have some future chefs in our 

midst!). This celebration of Māori New Year brought us together as a 

community, it is always a highlight of our Portobelo year! 

We had so much fun making kites, sharing ngā pukapuka 

(books), exploring messy play, and spending time with 

friends and whānau. 

As we enter the second half of 2021, we 

are looking forward to building upon 

our knowledge of how we connect with 

our environment. With the continuation 

and development of our loose parts 

project we will be exploring how we can 

affect the world around us with our 

contributions! Come and discover what 

we are creating next… 

 



News from the Nursery … 

As the rain and winter weather creeps in, the nursery team have united and been reflecting 

on how our last focus project ‘Art as a Language’ has inspired and impacted our tamariki. 

This ‘Art as a Language’ project saw us delve deep into the creative arts and discover how 

they are a valuable tool in supporting tamariki to express themselves non-verbally. Giving 

the children the opportunity to outwardly express their emotions and feelings on paper 

provided them with a stepping stone to begin to understand self-expression and 

auahatanga (creativity), providing the foundation for learning dispositions such as 

confidence, self-reliance, patience, trust, wonder and curiosity to blossom. Looking toward 

the future we intend to follow this focus project approach as we turn out attention to 

‘Cultural Identity’. This will be a project focused on establishing our children’s sense of 

belonging in conjunction with the cultural dimensions of our life. We will be uniting whānau 

traditions with Portobelo rituals and exploring community in its widest sense.  

Recently Matariki has also been a meaningful opportunity for whānau to come and share in 

our Portobelo learning and fun! Thanks to all those who came to our Matariki whānau 

evening of Māori magic. Through these extensive connections with whānau and community 

the well-being of our tamariki has been fostered as they are affirmed as individuals who 

have unique talents, skills, and passions to contribute. Thanks to all our families and 

extended whānau for taking an interest in our whānau evening and spreading the aroha. 

During these winter months we are reminded that some of our 

nursery tamariki are experiencing the winter season for the first 

time and to fully experience the magical wonders of winter we 

must remember that there is no such thing as bad weather, just 

‘bad’(unsuitable) clothing!! So please send warm clothing along 

with extra clothing too. Thanks. 

In order to experience the wonder of a snowflake, it is necessary 

to embrace the cold.  

From your nursery team 

Amber, Rachel, Audrey and Margaret 



Contacting us… 

 

Just a reminder of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone numbers, so that you can text us to let us know if 

your child is going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your child’s day is going, or for any 

other non-urgent messages. Our Nursery number is 0273618181 and the Preschool number is 

0274556990. We also update our Facebook page regularly with photos of our children’s learning, so you 

can keep other family members ‘in the loop’. This is where we post up to date information about the 

centre in the event of an emergency, so ‘like’ us on FB now! 

Welcomes & farewells – haere mai, haere rā … 
 

Welcome to the Nursery: Jack, Amber, Mia, Finn, Priaj, Sebastian, Anna, and Alyssa  
 

Welcome to the Preschool: Kalivati, Lilly, Oakley, Beckett, Aryn, and Avril  
 

Farewell to our Preschool Graduates: Jessica, Thomas, Quinn and Lachlan. You all take 
our best Portobelo wishes with you to school, the next exciting step in your learning 

journey. 
 

 

Upcoming events/parent and Whānau Notices: 

➢ Māori Language Week, Fijian Language Week, and Diwali 

➢ Welcome to Dee, our maternity cover Preschool Kaiako. Dee has many 

years’ experience working in Early Childhood as well as her own knowledge 

from raising her own two boys. We are excited to see Dee’s passion for 

building relationships, reading, and fun within the classroom! 

➢ Fleur and Heather are excited to be embarking on their next whānau 

adventure as they begin their maternity leave. We wish them all the best 

and look forward to meeting their new additions. 

➢ Congratulations to Pip who will be stepping into the Preschool Team 

Leader role while Heather is on maternity leave.  

➢ Thank you to our wonderful parents that contributed to our Philosophy 

review earlier in the month. All feedback is greatly appreciated and helps 

to shape the Portobelo community. 

 

 

 

 

A Big Congratulations to Chelsea on her new addition. We hope you are 

enjoying those new-born cuddles – we certainly have been when you come 

to visit! 

 

                                                                     


